
 

 

 

GROSSGLOCKNER HIGH ALPINE ROAD: 
Austria’s most scenic panoramic road for an unfor-
gettable road trip 
 

With 48 kilometres, 36 hairpin bends and its highest drivable point at 

2,571 metres above sea level – the Edelweissspitze – the Grossglockner 

High Alpine Road is one of Europe’s most spectacular panoramic routes. 

It leads from Salzburg to Carinthia through Hohe Tauern National Park, 

past the Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe and the Pasterze Glacier. This iconic, 

listed road offers everything you need for an unforgettable road trip. 

 

The fascination of a road trip 

What fascinates people about a road trip? The feeling of being on the move? The 

promise of discovering something new around every bend? Simply being “on the 

road” – independent, flexible and free? Stopping whenever you like. Taking a de-

tour wherever you want to. Nobel Prize-winning author Orhan Pamuk put it per-

fectly: “Life is wonderful when you’re on your way somewhere.” 

 

The perfect road trip destination 

Anyone who thinks an iconic road trip requires travelling far afield is mistaken. 

The Grossglockner High Alpine Road is the perfect destination for nature lovers 

and connoisseurs right in the heart of Austria. Over 48 kilometres with 36 hairpin 

bends, this high-alpine panoramic road – considered one of the world’s most 

beautiful scenic routes – winds through the breathtaking mountains of Hohe Tau-

ern National Park, with its unique flora and fauna and truly spectacular vistas. 

And, almost as if in passing, it offers everything you need for the perfect road 

trip. 

 

Unforgettable stops 

A must on every road trip? Pulling over, pausing, taking your time. Along the 

Grossglockner High Alpine Road, there are countless opportunities to do just that: 

mountains of captivating views, rich flora and fauna, waterfalls and other natural 

spectacles almost right beside the road. And of course, the Grossglockner road 

trip also comes with rewarding culinary breaks, numerous exhibitions, play-

grounds and much more. Everything can be found at www.grossglockner.at – 

here are a few examples for inspiration: 

 

• Hexenküche & Hexenzahn: the Witches’ Kitchen and Witches’ 

Tooth 

Right next to hairpin bend 9, a slanted rock monolith rises into the sky – 

the so-called Hexenzahn. A stop here invites you to discover the Hexen-

zahn and the other stone figures in the “Hexenküche”: from a frog and a 

crocodile to an imposing elephant and a turtle. Many guests also spot the 

occasional witch’s face in the weathered rocks. And now and then, you can 

even hear a soft giggle coming from the crevices … 

 

• Edelweissspitze: Austria’s highest drivable summit 

A cobbled spur road branches off the main route and, after six tight hair-

pin bends, takes you to the highest drivable point on the Grossglockner 

High Alpine Road – and Austria’s highest drivable summit: the 2,571-



 

 

metre Edelweissspitze. From the 360-degree panoramic viewpoint, your 

gaze sweeps across more than 30 peaks over 3,000 metres – and you can 

already see the north face of the Grossglockner. Tip: stop by the Edel-

weiss Hut for a Kaiserschmarrn. 

 

• Fuscher Lacke: a mountain lake made for a break 

The Fuscher Lacke is a small mountain lake at 2,262 metres above sea 

level. A circular trail around it offers views of rugged rock faces on one 

side and a look down into the Rauris Valley on the other. In spring, the 

meadows around the lake burst into bloom. Tables and benches invite you 

to take a break on the shore. Children can explore an old ore cart and a 

decommissioned asphalt paver. Don’t miss: the “Road Construction” exhi-

bition in the road keeper’s hut. 

 

• Hochtor: a historic border crossing 

In times past, particularly high places were seen as gateways to the un-

derworld. The “underworld” at Hochtor (2,504 m) is limited to a tunnel 

where the state border between Salzburg and Carinthia runs. For a cool-

down, a snowfield on the Salzburg side usually remains well into summer. 

On the Carinthia side, the exhibition “Pass Sanctuary Hochtor: the path 

through the millennia” offers fascinating insights into the history of this 

ancient pass. 

 

• Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe: the highlight of the High Alpine Road 

The Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe (2,369 m) is the end point and highlight of 

the Grossglockner High Alpine Road. Here you stand high above the Pas-

terze, the longest glacier in the Eastern Alps, and very close to the 

Grossglockner. It is also the starting point for hikes, for example to the 

Grossglockner Crystal Observation Tower. In the visitor centre at the Kai-

ser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe, you can explore a wide range of exhibitions across 

1,500 m² – and visit the GROSSGLOCKNER CINEMA dedicated to na-

ture, glaciers, history and stories. 

 

• Grossglockner – Austria’s highest mountain! 

At 3,798 metres, the Grossglockner is Austria’s highest summit. Countless 

legends surround it. It is a place of power and myth that captivates peo-

ple. It has often been called the “brother of Kailash”. But no matter from 

which side – or through which story – you approach the Grossglockner to 

admire it, to circle it or to climb to its summit, hardly anyone can resist its 

majestic presence. 

 

• Grossglockner Crystal Observation Tower 

A path from the visitor centre at the Kaiser-Franz-Josefs-Höhe leads to the 

Grossglockner Crystal Observation Tower. Unique views await: the striking 

glass architecture, combined with the impressive vista of the Grossglock-

ner and the Pasterze, creates special photographic moments. Marmots and 

ibex living in a colony above the tower can also be observed undisturbed 

thanks to excellent telescopes. 

 

• Sea of blossoms “Experience Landscape Glockner Meadows” 

On the southern side of the Grossglockner, the Glockner meadows lie be-

tween Gasthaus Schöneck and the Glocknerhaus. Depending on the 



 

 

season, up to 140 different plant species can grow here in just 100 m² at 

1,953 metres above sea level – and insects, colourful butterflies and more 

bustle about. Interactive listening stations and information panels offer ex-

citing insights into extreme weather phenomena, ingenious survival strat-

egies of alpine plants and the fascinating natural environment around Aus-

tria’s highest mountain. 

 

All e-asy: on the Grossglockner eGourmet Tour 

The Grossglockner eGourmet Tour is Austria’s first road trip for electric cars. The 

230-kilometre circular route leads through some of Austria’s most beautiful land-

scapes in Hohe Tauern National Park and over the Grossglockner High Alpine 

Road. A dense network of charging stations along the entire route guarantees 

safe and clean driving pleasure – including Grossglockner ePower charging sta-

tions supplying 100% renewable energy, where e-drivers can conveniently pay by 

debit or credit card. The best part of the eGourmet Tour: a wealth of enjoyment 

stops along the route that invite you to linger sustainably, savour local highlights 

or stay overnight. Of course, the Grossglockner eGourmet Tour can also be en-

joyed in bite-sized stages – and with a conventional car. Detailed information on 

the route and all enjoyment stops can be found on the digital roadmap at 

grossglockner-genusstour.at – ideal for planning your trip. 

 

Drive slower – enjoy more 

All GROHAG scenic roads follow the “Slow Driving” principle. True to the motto 

“views instead of speed” and “cruising, not racing”, the speed limit on all our 

roads is 70 km/h. Why? Because when you drive more slowly, you have more 

time to look, marvel and enjoy – and you also help protect people and nature. 

And that’s exactly what a road trip is about. 

 

Spotify playlists: the road’s soundtrack 

A real road trip needs the right songs – tracks you can sing along to in the car, 

alone or together, as loudly as you like. To make choosing the perfect soundtrack 

for your next Grossglockner road trip a little easier, GROHAG has put together 

three playlists with fitting titles: 

• For relaxed cruising 

• For breathtaking views 

• For romantic getaways 

Have a listen: https://www.grossglockner.at/en/for-your-visit/spotify-playlist  

 

Multimedia Guide: the High Alpine Road to listen to 

The ideal source of inspiration before your road trip on the Grossglockner High Al-

pine Road – and the perfect travel companion on the drive itself – is the free 

Grossglockner Multimedia Guide. Listeners discover fascinating facts about Aus-

tria’s most scenic panoramic road, gain insights into the special features of na-

ture, and hear exciting stories about past times and different places – all told viv-

idly, like an audiobook. The Locandy app can be easily downloaded and installed 

on your smartphone. Ideal for trip planning: once downloaded, the Grossglockner 

Multimedia Guide also works offline. During the drive, it activates automatically at 

the right spots. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.grossglockner.at/en/for-your-visit/spotify-playlist


 

 

Award-winning: the Grossglockner High Alpine Road! 

The view that the Grossglockner High Alpine Road is among the world’s most 

beautiful panoramic roads and road trips is shared by many leading travel media 

outlets. 

The Grossglockner High Alpine Road ranks number 2 among the 10 most beautiful 

mountain passes in the world (t-online), number 3 among Europe’s most beautiful 

road trips (Lonely Planet) and number 3 among the world’s most beautiful roads 

(Funke Mediengruppe). 

 

“The most beautiful road trips through the Austrian Alps”: five road trips 

across the mountains 

Panoramic roads leading through spectacular alpine landscapes past the highest 

peaks and to the most beautiful places have a long tradition in Europe. And natu-

rally, mountainous Austria is home to some of the most outstanding routes. But 

all these wonderful roads have one thing in common: enjoyment takes centre 

stage when you experience them. Under the theme “the most beautiful road trips 

through the Austrian Alps”, GROHAG has compiled five of the most beautiful 

road-trip routes, promising the greatest driving, panoramic and culinary pleas-

ures. Crossing four Austrian federal states, reaching as far as Italy and quite liter-

ally “over all the mountains” – namely via GROHAG’s most beautiful panoramic 

roads – the five selected road trips are: 

• Around the Grossglockner – travel via Austria’s number 1 mountain 

pass road, the Grossglockner High Alpine Road, through Hohe Tauern Na-

tional Park from Salzburg to Carinthia and on to East Tyrol, always with 

Austria’s highest mountain in view 

• The Grand Six-Pass Tour with the Gerlos Pass – conquer high passes 

while passing scenic and cultural highlights such as Europe’s highest wa-

terfalls 

• Through the Nocky Mountains – cruise along Austria’s gentlest alpine 

road through the grass-covered rounded summits in the UNESCO Bio-

sphere Reserve Nockberge, enjoying cuisine, culture and nature to the 

fullest 

• Hairpin adventure at the three-country corner – on the Villacher Al-

penstrasse, Carinthia’s most panoramic scenic road above the rooftops of 

the city 

• The Grossglockner eGourmet Tour – cruise e-mobility style along Eu-

rope’s most beautiful panoramic road, the Grossglockner High Alpine 

Road, and through Hohe Tauern National Park, supported by a dense net-

work of charging stations and enjoyment stops inviting you to savour the 

journey sustainably 

 

Detailed route descriptions, worthwhile stopovers and many more trip tips are 

available online at: grossglockner.at/roadtrips 
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